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till the beginning of this century. The present Inde-
pendents can scarcely be reckoned the descendants of
those of the seventeenth century. In the c Congrega-
tional Year-Book' for 1870 there are 222 churches
registered under London and its suburbs. Of these
only 20 had therr origin between 1700 and 1790.
According to a MS. in Dr. "Williams's library, in
London within the < Bills of Mortality,' in 1715 there
were 29 Presbyterian Churches, 21 Independent, and

25 Baptist.   In 1773 the Presbyterians were 19, the
Baptists 12, and the Independents still 21.

The Baptists, differing from the Independents solely
on the question of infant baptism, may also trace their
origin to the beginning of the seventeenth century.
It was not, however, till the time of the Common-
wealth that they were cognizable as a distinct sect.
Even to this day there are congregations partly In-
dependents and partly Baptists, There are also two
tends of Baptists, differing in. doctrine, one following
Calvin and the other Anrmvius, This difference
began in Holland at the very" beginning of the Baptist
sect. The Independents originally were rigid Cal-
vinists,. but Arminianism and other doctrines have
found an entrance among them. The Baptists are in
numbers about half the Independents. The Particular
Baptists have 875 ministers, and the General or
Arminian 123.

The great family of "Wesleyans, originating in the
last century, have nothing in common with the othef
Dissenters, unless it be that they are in the same
company as outsiders of the Church. They refuse
indeed to be called Dissenters, for though not Con-